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per to address a few words. Not that there
are wanting many and excellent general ac-
counts of Hindustan, but because these
woi'ks have seldom descended to minute
particulars. Those books which are con-
nected with the history of India, are not in
the hands of every one ; and it is necessary
that the reader should possess, within the
present Essay, materials sufficient for form-
ing his opinion on the different branches of
the subject. For more useful and extensive
information, 1 should recommend his read-
ing Mr COLEBIIOOKE'S work on the " IIus-
" bandry of Bengal;" Mr WARD'S " Account
" of the Hindoos ;" the papers on these
subjects, in the Transactions of the Asiatic
Society; and the Supplementary Volume to
the " Digest of the Regulations ;" to all of
which I am indebted*

Bengal is, for the most part, a flat chain*
paign country, having, however, occasional
elevations, and, in some parts, hills. It pos*-

sesses